
Event Title: Letters from the Past - film
Ways of communicating about domestic violence

Where: Officine Fotografiche, Via Giuseppe Libetta, 1, 00154 Roma RM

Who: Cultural association EQUILATERA

When: May 5th, 7:00 pm

Websites: https://lettersfromthepast.nl/
www.equilateraproject.com

The cultural association EQUILATERA  is pleased to present the first of a series of events dedicated
to the project Letters from the Past, conceived by the Finnish artist Rebecca Simons.

The event, lasting about two hours, will be an opportunity present the docufilm Letters from the
Past, a medium-length film that intends to propose a way to speak about sexual abuse within a family
without focusing on the abuse itself.
A debate will follow between the artist, the invited guests and the participating public.
The event is organized in collaboration with Officine Fotografiche and BeFree, a social cooperative
against trafficking, violence and discrimination and with the institutional support of Rome VIII
municipality and the Finnish Embassy. To make it possible, the project received support from
Svenska Kulturfonden and The Swedish Cultural Foundation in Finland.

The documentary begins at Rebecca’s (the artist) grandfather’s funeral, where relatives and family
recall memories about him and the man he was; a good friend, a gentleman, a father and grandfather.
But was this all that he was? She begins to recall a strange, uncomfortable and sexually suggesting
encounter with her grandfather, and this starts her journey. Rebecca opens up about the thing that no
one has ever talked about, and finds out she is not alone. As she digs deeper, a very different story of
the man is unravelled, a side that he had managed to hide for decades.
Rebecca tries to find out how to feel about her grandfather, is it as easy as just judging and hating
someone you love?
Through the film the viewer is faced with the same complex feelings and dilemmas as the family
members. It takes us on a journey in the now, with interviews and questions between the artist and
her family, in combination with images, love letters and the story of the past between the man that
once was a charming young man and the love for the woman that would become Rebecca’s
grandmother.

The following debate sees the participation of:

Rebecca Simons
Multimedia artist and educator. Through her work Letters from the Past she tackles the theme of
sexual violence within the family.

https://lettersfromthepast.nl/
http://www.equilateraproject.com


Lorenzo Gasparrini
Writer, feminist philosopher and trainer, he works on the dissemination of topics regarding gender
studies, targeted in particular at a male audience. After a short academic career in various universities
in central Italy, he began his activity as a popularizer; he constantly publishes in specialized and
non-specialized magazines, both online and in print. He is the author of, among others, “Perché il
femminismo serve anche agli uomini ("Why feminism also serves men") (Eris, 2020),  “NO. Del rifiuto
e del suo essere un problema maschile.” ("NO. Of rejection and its being, a male problem. ") (Effequ,
2019) , “Non sono sessista, ma… Il sessismo nel linguaggio contemporaneo”  (“I'm not sexist, but…
Sexism in contemporary language”)  (TLON, 2019).

BeFree
A social cooperative against trafficking, violence, and discrimination. BeFree was founded in February
2007 by a group of operators with great experience in welcoming and supporting victims of
oppression, abuse, mistreatment, human trafficking, human rights violations.They created a series of
diversified interventions which have been dedicated to combating these phenomena, including
events, publications and training activities.

Ilaria Antonella De Pascalis
Associate professor at the Department of Philosophy, Communication and Entertainment of the
University of Roma Tre, specializing in cinema, author of publications on the topics of gender studies.
She has published essays in collective magazines and books and has participated in numerous
international conferences, focusing on European cinema in a transnational perspective, Feminist Film
Theory, Gender Studies and Queer Theory, contemporary narratives, cross-media storytelling and
globalization, narrative genres in the cinema and television series.

On the project:
Letters from the Past is a project conceived by the Finnish artist Rebecca Simons and consists of
workshops, production of a documentary and an exhibition.
Letters from the Past has been presented in different festivals and conferences at an international
level (Finland, Sweden, Belgium, Netherlands, France).
Letters From the Past will be for the first time in Italy, in Rome at Officine Fotografiche.The dedicated
exhibition will open on 16 September until 15 October 2022.

For information:
Elena Volpato: equilatera.associazione@gmail.com


