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The cultural association EQUILATERA is pleased to present the multimedia
exhibition Letters from the Past,a project created by the Finnish artist
Rebecca Simons.
The event will take place in Rome at Officine Fotografiche from September 16
to October 14, 2022. During that period, three workshop  activities will be
held.
The exhibition opening will take place on September 16, at 7:00 PM.

Letters from the Past focuses on domestic and sexual trauma experienced by
the artists own family. The project consists of an exhibition, a documentary
(40'),and workshops.

After the first appointment in May with the screening of the documentary  at
the Officine Fotografiche, the EQUILATERA association presents the
exhibition. It consists of photos, videos, and audio installations, as well
as the film itself and three appointments of educational workshops.

On the project:
Letters from the Past tells the complex story of sexual abuse within Rebecca
Simons’ family.
An uncomfortable encounter between her and her grandfather brought long
forgotten memories to the surface. Disgust, denial, anger and forgiveness,
the confrontation with the past sends shockwaves through her family.
But how to write off a grandparent, a husband, a father? Letters from the
Past tells a personal, complex story of clashing realities and memories of a
family.
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The exhibition tells a nuanced story about the sexual abuse creating an
environment which allows the visitors to reflect. In the installation the
viewer is confronted with familial memories in which the protagonist appears
both as an ideal man and a perpetrator.

The participant will walk through the story, having the freedom to choose
snippets of memories and the order in which to take part in them – the
romantic letters between the artist’s young grandparents, or the happy slides
and 8mm footage and from the 50-70s, will evoke new or different feelings
depending on when you experience them. Once you hold the details and memories
of the victims (through videos, projections, portraits and letters) you will
look differently at the past too.
The walking through memories allows the participant to slowly take in and
reflect on the complex feelings that abuse brings forward, how to re-shape
memories and re-structure the family story.

Letters from the Past does not just want to present works that bring the
artist's point of view to light, but aims to give space to the reflections of
visitors by creating the basis for a dialogue.

The workshops, designed for different targetgroups, are an important follow
up after the subject of sexual abuse has been brought up. They touch on
topics such as taboo, trauma, guilt, support and healing processes.

Letters from the Past has already been presented in different festivals and
conferences:
Presentation at ‘Violence Conference’, Parse Journal, Gothenburg, SWE, 2021
➢ Group exhibition ‘Nordic Village’, Helsinki, FIN, 2021
➢ Group exhibition ‘Fearless’ Helsinki Photofestival, FIN, 2021
➢ Filmscreening at WOWmen Festival, Brussels, BE 2020
➢ Presentation at ‘De Donkere Kamer’ / The Dutch Photomuseum, Rotterdam,

NL 2019
➢ Solo exhibition at Platform, Vaasa, FIN 2018
➢ Presentation at the TV talkshow ‘Efter Nio’, YLE, FIN, 2018
➢ Group exhibition ‘Family of No Man’, Les Rencontres d’Arles, Arles,

FRA, 2018

About the artist:
Rebecca Simons (1981, FIN)
As a multimedia artist, Rebecca Simons wants to break taboos and open
conversations. Through photography, video, sound and text, she deconstructs
and reconstructs (family) history, mainly examining the personal and
collective memory linked to identity and gender issues. Rebecca's latest
long-term project ‘Letter from the Past’ focuses on abuse in a close
relationship. In her work active exchange with actors and audiences is
important. She therefore develops collaborative methods, activities and
educational programs around her projects.

Rebecca lives in the Netherlands and divides her time between her artistic
practice and work as a producer and educator in photography. She is the
co-head of the photography line at the Willem de Kooning Academy in Rotterdam
and co-founder of the photography research and the educational project
Transformations.
https://rebeccasimons.com/
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About EQUILATERA:
The association was founded by Berenice Freytag, Elena Volpato, independent
curators, and Natalia Zonova,all coming from different parts of the world and
with different professional backgrounds.
The association was created with the intention of promoting an inclusive,
dynamic and stimulating concept of culture. At the base of the association is
the desire to convey social issues and of interest for the individual as well
as for the community through culture, declined in all its forms.
Born in Rome, EQUILATERA strongly believes in diffusion and diversity,
proposing to create itinerant projects without setting territorial limits.

Sponsors:
The project, promoted by the City of Rome (Roma Capitale - Assessorato alla
Cultura), is winner of the grant "Estate Romana 2022 - Riaccendiamo la
Città, Insieme" curated by the Department of Cultural Activities and realized
in collaboration with SIAE.
The project also received support from The Swedish Cultural Foundation in
Finland, Art Promotion Centre Finland and Svensk Österbortniska Samfundet.

The exhibition and the collateral events are realized in collaboration with
BeFree, cooperativa sociale contro tratta, violenze e discriminazioni, with
the institutional support of the Finnish Embassy in Rome, and from the
support of the city hall Roma VIII.

—--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Orari di apertura:
Monday - Friday, 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Saturday, 9:30 - 12:30 AM
Free Entry

Workshop
Wednesday 21 September 1:30 pm - 4:00 pm. (1:00 pm guided tour)
Friday 23 September , 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm (guided tour 4:30 pm)
Saturday 24 September 10:00 am - 12:30 pm (guided tour 9.30)

For information:
Elena Volpato: equilatera.associazione@gmail.com
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